Suturing principles for the dentoalveolar surgeon.
Dentists should be aware of the characteristics of suture material, and the technique used should provide effectiveness and ease. Dentists who routinely perform dentoalveolar surgery should have at least 1 type of absorbable and 1 type of nonabsorbable suture readily available within their operatory supply. This article focuses on the physical properties of suture materials and their tissue reactivity, and it reviews various suturing techniques used in contemporary dentoalveolar surgery. Familiarity with the concepts presented in this article, and continuous practice of the surgical skills presented, enhances surgical acumen and allows for improved healing, increased postoperative comfort, and successful surgery.